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WHAT IS 
OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY?

OT redefines “occupation” to be 

everything you need to do to survive.

“Skills for the job of living” (AOTA)



Cybersecurity in Healthcare

-  Electronic documentation is mandatory due to changes 
in HIPAA regulations. Social Security numbers 

- Information now in electronic documentation includes:

• Insurance/Medicare information

• Addresses

• Next of kin

• Diagnoses

• Age

• Marital Status

• Religion

• Etc.

- Interdepartmental communication

- Safety of implanted devices



Expanding Role of Cybersecurity in 
Occupational Therapy
- Occupational therapy practitioners have 

the same responsibility for personal 

information as other healthcare 

professionals. 

- Access to patient records

- Electronic Documentation

- Role of occupational therapy expands 

beyond that of other professionals 

through treatment 

- Online shopping, banking, and 

socialization, etc.

- IoT, AI, etc.
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Occupational 
Therapy Role in 
Safety

- The primary goal of occupational therapy is 
independence, but safety can hinder attaining 
independence.

-  As occupational therapy integrates digital 
technology in treatment and discharge 
recommendations, cyber safety becomes a new 
need to include in occupational therapy 
treatment

- Decrease the risk of fraud and cyberthreats to 
persons with decreased cognition. 

- Older Americans suffer an estimated $650 
million per year in damages due to fraud, 
scams, etc.
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Curricular Gap in 
Occupational Therapy

-  The Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy 
Education and the World Federation of Occupational Therapy 
recommend the integration of technology in occupational 
therapy education. 

- Much of the research available focuses on 3D printing 
adaptive equipment, educational experiences, and hybrid 
education

-  Gaps in the literature
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Recommendations for Integration of 
Cybersecurity in Occupational Therapy 
Education and Practice
- Accreditation bodies and licensure 

requirements should address cybersecurity 
education.

- Fostering interdisciplinary networks 
between cybersecurity and occupational 
therapy professionals

- Professional associations should define 
and advocate for the role of cybersecurity 
in occupational therapy
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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